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moves.12 An attempt was even made to create a "Red" detachment
within Feng Yu-hsiang's army, and approximately a hundred Rus-
sians under Colonel Gushchin were organized; however, they
played no role in subsequent events.13

In June, 1926, Chiang began his Northern Expedition, assisted
by the Communists and his Russian military advisers. The cam-
paign was a triumph. By the end of 1926 Chiang's armies had
reached the Yangtze River, and in December, 1926, the government
moved northward. It became known as the Wuhan government
(after the three cities of Wuchang, Hankow, and Hanyang). Eu-
gene Chen, one of the greatest haters of the British in the Kuomin-
tang, became Foreign Minister. The general attitude of the Wuhan
government toward foreigners, and British subjects in particular,
led to a considerable migration of the foreigners from their settle-
ments.

Soon the Nationalist armies approached Nanking and Shanghai,
and in the spring of 1927 the first phase of the campaign was suc-
cessfully completed. Not only the south, but also a part of central
China was unified under the Nationalist Government. Chiang Kai-
shek became the first among the leaders of China, and his party
now represented the strongest trend of public opinion.

Meanwhile a conflict between Chiang's Communist and non-
Communist followers was brewing in the rear. The Communists
claimed to have gained a decisive influence among the trade-unions,
whose membership ostensibly totaled 2,800,000, and in the peasant
unions, which from a membership of 200,000, in Kwantung alone,
had allegedly grown to a total of about 10,000,000; reports reach-
ing Moscow said that in the first months of 192 7 the agrarian move-
ment was especially strong in the Provinces of Hunan and Hupeh.
In Hupeh, for example, unions of peasants had an aggregate mem-
bership of 800,000 which, two months later, had grown to 2,200,-
ooo. In Hunan 5,200,000 peasants were organized into similar
unions.14 (The accuracy of these figures appears doubtful, but the
figures serve to show the state of mind among Chinese as well as
Russian Communists itching for action.) The Communist weekly
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